INTRODUCTION
In 1934 the New York Public Library (NYPL) purchased a sizable collection of 250 volumes of Arabic manuscripts through the fund for Semitic literature that had been provided by Jacob Heinrich Schiff (b. 1847 Schiff (b. , d. 1920 . 1 While the collection is known to have been bought in Baghdad, no further details are available about the transaction as the "records of that acquisition have been lost". 2 Kūrkīs ʿAwwāḍ (b. 1908, d. 1992) vol. 1, p. 40 (with further references). Among his writings, mention should be made of his polemics against Shīʿism, alNukat al-shanīʿa fī bayān al-khilāf bayn Allāh taʿālā wa-l-shīʿa (published). On this work, see also Fattah, "Islamic Universalism". See Schwarz, "Writing in the Margins of Empires" for an analysis of the scholarly activities of the earlier members of the family during the 17th and 18th centuries and a survey of the remains of the Ḥusaynābādī texts that are dispersed all
